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Nature’s way leads
to global presence



eter Schreurs has been

P:..',urwm:.: and selling vegetables
for more than half a century bur
he has never been more conhdent
abour the direction his family
business is raking

"Sustainable r..|.|:a|'.:|||.‘,_‘_]\tJ;'[l1.'1.‘=-
help us address problems cthar
have plagued the industry for de
cades and offer workable solurions
to the challenges ahead.” he said.

Together with his three sons,
Peter, 68, operates a 160-hectare
vegerable Barm at Devon Meadows
near Cranbourne, Victoria. They
supply more than six million lecks
annually ro markets chroughour

A

& & Sustainable farming practices help
us address problems that have plagued
the industry for decades and offer
workable solutions to the challenges
ahead. § ¢

Australia along with parsnip, baly

cos lettuce, baby endive,

by
wormnbok, kohl rabi and radicchio.
Perer Schreurs and Sons has
captured more than 50 per cent

of annual Australian leek exports
to Japan and supplies export
markets in Hong Kong, Singapore
and Taiwan.

Sustainable success

Ower the past six years Peter
and his sons have established
the business as a leader in the
introduction of sustainable
farming practices. Soil biology
development, minimum tillage,
Integrared Pest Management
(1PM), wind break development
and the use of recycled water as
part of the irrigation system are
among the suceessful programs
they are implementing.

‘The programs have resulred in a
range of benefits for the business
including reducnions in pesricide
use, reductions in diesel and
libour costs, increased yields and a
guaranteed supply of water during
dry times.

Peter believes the key to his
business’s success is a straighe-
forward approach invelving the
carcful application of expert
knowledge

“Having the information you
need to succeed in the vegetable
industry is of little use if you don't
have the skills vo apply it, and the

best way o develop those skills

is through practical experience,”
he said

Peter has applied thar philoso-
phy since starting his first job on
a vegerable farm on the ourskires
of Melbourne in 1955. He was
16 at the time and had arrived
in Australia less than 12 months
earlier after emigrating from The
Merherlands with his mother,
father and seven siblings. Over the
next three years he saved enough
for a deposic on eighe hectares of
[and ar Cranboume.

In 1964 he lefr his job and, with
the help of his new wife Odilia,
began growing his own poratoes,
lettuce and later celery. In che
years thar followed he expanded
his holding and diversified into
other crops as his sons Mark,
Darren and Paul joined the busi-
ness. The family planted cheir
firse crop of leeks in 1986 and
three years later purchased and
began developing the farm ar
Devon Meadows.

Invest in healthy soil

Peter said the lessons he learned
as he worked to establish the

business laid the foundacion for its
furure development and helped set

it on @ course towards the suscain-
able practices it uses roday.

“Henry Mounsey, the vegerable
farmer who gave me my first job,
taught me about the need for
vibrant, healthy s0il and how 1o
focus on doing things well rathes
than the money | could make,
| gained much insight into the
need for growers ro adape quickly
to meet the changing demands
of consumers by doing my own
markering for 44 years” he said.

“The years of pracuical experi-
ence also gave me an important
insight into Firming—they taught
e over and again thart you
achieve much better resules when
you work with your environment
rather than against ic”

That realisation is one of the
reasons Peter and his sons have
been quick to recognise the
benefirs of sustainable farming.
Peter first witnessed what could
be achieved with [PM dlinn;.! a
trip to Holland in 1998.

When his business encountered
pesticide resistance problems in
the leck crops a few months later,
Perer’s son Darren introduced
an IPM program with the help
of [PM Technologies Pry Lid.
The program was an immediare
success and was qun.']il}' extended
to all crops, dramarically curring
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pesticide use on the farm over the
next few years.

Recycled water beats
the dry

Peter said the introduction of
recycled warer to supplement
farm supplies has been an

other highlight of the sustainable
practices program. The business
is among 60 customers in the
Cranbourne-Clyde arca who buy
recycled Melbourne waste water.
The water is supplied by private
company Earth Tech in partner
ship with Melbourne Warer
under an irrigarion scheme thar
began about two years ago.

“The recycled warter is high
in nutrients and it has already
helped us through some dry
times, Peter said. "That means
less lost production due to
warer shortages and the assured
supply has given us the ability o
undertake crop expansion with
confidence.”

Peter said the hrst lessons he
learnt about soil health are being
incorporated in another key area
of the sustainability program his
business has undertaken

“We are continually finding new
ways to boast biological activity in
the soil and we now use minimum
rillage for the planting of all bur

one of our crop lines,” he said.

our national and expore markers.”
In addition o the economic ben-
ehrs from the businesss involve-
ment in sustainable farming, Peter
believes thar che nitiatives have

66 Recycled water is high in nutrients
and it has already helped us through
some dry times. The assured supply has
given us the ability to undertake crop
expansion with confidence.}‘! %

Peter said much of the expert
knowledge the business uses
today comes from specialist
consultants or from those leading
the increasingly well-targered

research and development projects

of recent years.”We still place a
lot of emphasis on developing the
practical skills needed wo apply
that knowledge properly he said.
“Thar policy has served us well
over the years. It has enabled the
business to build a reputation for
consistently producing qualiry
vegetables and given us an edge
when it comes to developing both
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boosted the satisfaction the family
gees from day to day operations
“We feel that what we are doing
today is more in harmony with
whar narure intended.”




