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pesticide use on the farm over the
next rew years,

Recycled water beats
the dry
Peter said the introduction of
recycled water to supplement
farm supplies has been an-
other highlight of the sustainable
practices program. The business
is among 60 customers in the
Cranbourne-Clyde area who buy
recycled Melbourne waste water.
The water is supplied by pnvate
company Earth Tech in partner-
ship with Melbourne Water
under an irrigation scheme that
began about rwo years ago.

"The recycled water is high
in nutrients and it has already
helped us through some dry
times," Peter said."That means
less lost production due co
water shortages and the assured
supply has given us the ability ro
undertake crop expansion with
confidencel'

Peter said the first lessons he
learnt about soil health are being
incorporated in another key area
of the sustainability program his
business has undertaken.

"We are continually finding new
ways to boost biological accivity in
rhe soi l  and we now use minimum
tillage for the planting of all but
one of our crop lines," he said.

our nadonal and export markets."
In addition to the economic ben-

e6ts from rhe businesst involve-
ment in sustainable farming, Peter
believes that the initiatives have

(  (  a"rycled water is high in nutr ients
and i t  has already helped us through
some dry t imes. The assured supply has
given us the abi l i ty  to undertake crop
expansion wi th conf iden ce.  ,  ,

Peter said much of the expert
knowledge the business uses
today comes from specialisr
consultants or from those leading
the increasingly well-rargeted
research and development projects
of recenc years. "We still place a
lot of emphasis on developing the
practical skills needed to apply
that knowledge properlyl'he said.
"That policy has served us well
over the years. It has enabled the
business to build a repucation for
consistently producing quality
vegetables and given us an edge
when it comes to developing both

boosted the satisfaction the family
gets from day to day operanons.
"We feel that what we are doing
today is more in harmony with
what nature intended."


